Fungi (Phycophyta)

597

fly in sufficient numbers to form a sort of halo. A swelling of the sporan-
gium and sporangiophore causes the bursting of the former and the forci-
ble discharge of the spore. The spores germinate by sending out filaments.

CLASS ASCOMYCETES

General characteristics. The Ascomycetes are a very large and
varied group of fungi which are characterized by having ascospores
borne in asci. The ascus is a saclike, commonly cylindrical struc-

FIG. 680. Fruit bodies of Lachnea and Peziza

These are known as cup fungi on account of their shape. In both cases the
hymenium covers the upper surface

ture usually containing eight ascospores (Fig. 678), but the number
of spares may vary from two to many. In a few cases the asci are

FIG. 681.  Venturia inaeqwdis (the causal or-
ganism of apple scab) on apple leaf

FIG. 682. Perithecium
of Podospora /HIM-
aedo, a fruit body con-
sisting of a single
perithecium. ( X 60)
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